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Missouri Valley Community Action Agency’s Child and Family Development Department
manages three early childhood grants, serving 576 children and families through home-based,
center based, and childcare partnerships. These grants include:
Missouri State Early Head Start #C314171005, which supports working eligible families with fullday, full-year care through childcare partnerships (45 children), services at MVCAA’s Carrollton
Early Learning Center (8 children), and support for pregnant women. In 2016-17, this grant had a
total funded enrollment of 53 infants/toddlers and 4 pregnant women, located in Lafayette, Johnson
and Carroll Counties.
Federal Grant #07CH7083 funds Head Start and Early Head Start services for 477 preschool and
49 infants/toddlers. The preschoolers are served at 11 MVCAA center sites and 24 classrooms, with
a location in each of the seven counties in our service area. Twenty-one of the classes operate 4
hours/day, 4 days/week for a 9-month school year, and three Duration classes offer extended hours
and school year, operating 6 hours per day for 10 months. It also funds home based services for 8
infants/toddlers and their families in Saline County, and provides support funding for 41 of the Stateenrolled participants; four pregnant women and 37 infants and toddlers.
Federal Grant #07HP0006 Early Head Start Expansion/Child Care Partnership, funds services for
34 infants/toddlers and their families. In 2016-17, 18 child slots were funded to be served through
childcare partnerships in Saline and Lafayette Counties and 16 through EHS Expansion slots, at
MVCAA’s Richmond and Carrollton Early Learning Centers in Ray and Carroll Counties. With the
ending of a childcare partnership in Saline County, the funded enrollment shifted to Lafayette and
Carroll Counties and the slots were evenly divided, with 17 child care partnership and 17 expansion.
No Federal monitoring reviews were conducted in 2016-17; the most recent review was completed
on April 15, 2016, in the 2015-16 program year. It identified a single deficiency related to keeping
photocopies of original eligibility documents with the children’s eligibility records. Program procedures were revised immediately, and in July 2016 the Office of Head Start issued a final monitoring
report that determined the issue had been corrected and the program is in compliance with
Standards.
The full reports of past reviews and the 2016-17 Audit are posted on the agency website,
www.mvcaa.net, as well as the following Federal Program Information Reports containing details
about program services. These include:

07CH7083

07HP0006

07CH7083 2016-17 Family Reports

07HP0006-2016-17 Family Reports

07CH7083-2016-17 Enrollment Report

07HP0006-2016-17 Enrollment Report

07CH7083-2016-17 Grant PIR Indicator Report

07HP0006-2016-17 Grant PIR Indicator Report

School Readiness-Child Outcomes Summary 2016-2017
Head Start programs are required to have in place an assessment system and approach to
track children’s progress and report outcomes of children as they transition to kindergarten. MVCAA
uses Teaching Strategies.net to track children’s progress on 38 goals related to social/emotional,
physical, language, and cognitive learning.
Use of Child Outcomes Information
MVCAA uses the Teaching Strategies Gold child assessment tool to track child outcomes in
domains and indicators mandated by law. The eight domains include Language Development, Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Creative Arts, Social and Emotional Development, Approaches to
Learning, and Physical Health and Development. Within the domains there are certain specific indicators track, including skills like Numbers and Operations, Letter Recognition, Using an Increasingly
Complex Vocabulary, and Progress in Speaking and Understanding English for children who are not
native English speakers. Head Start children are assessed three times a year and Early Head Start
children are assessed four times a year. The DIAL-4, a developmental screening test designed to
identify young children who need help with academic skills, is used to assess our dual language
learners. Dual language learners are assess two times a year in the fall and spring, in both English
and their home language. Teachers use this assessment information to set goals for individual children and the overall group. At the end of the school year teachers receive a report of child progress
that they can use in planning for the coming year. This information is also used to help plan staff
training and identify additional learning materials that might need to be purchased.
Head Start teachers assessed 515 preschool children during the 2016-2017 school year.
Thirty-eight children either enrolled after the fall assessment or left the program before the spring
assessment checkpoint, leaving 443 children who were assessed at both the fall and spring checkpoints so it is possible to track their progress for the entire year. These children are included in the
final Program-wide Progress and Outcomes Report.
The results for the 2016-2017 school year show growth in all domains. The areas in Head
Start with the most growth for three- to four-year-olds were Physical Health and Development, Mathematics, and language. Physical Health and Development increased by 14.74%. Mathematics
showed an increase of 14.08%, and Language improved by 14.04%. The areas with the most
growth for our four- to five-year-olds were mathematics, literacy and social/emotional development.
Mathematics showed an overall increase of 41.99%. Literacy showed an overall increase of 29.83%.
Social and Emotional scores increased by 30.29%.
Areas needing more attention for both the three and four year olds are Mathematics
(counting, and identifying numbers) and Literacy (Phonological Awareness, specifically rhyming).
The three-year-olds were also low in Language with communication skill (expressing their thoughts
and ideas). In these areas over 10% of our children scored below program expectations. We will
conduct Community of Practice events with the teachers and teacher assistants throughout the
2017-18 school year, during which we will be addressing the needs which we have identified
through our child outcomes. We will focus on using data from our child assessment to drive teaching
in the classroom, as well as additional training for English Language Learners.
We are focusing more on Dual Language Learners (DLL), screening those children in both
their home languages and English. During the 2016-2017 school year the program served 24 Dual

Language Learners. We have discovered that when comparing their home language scores with
their English scores that the majority of the children are scoring equally in both languages, on both
the fall and spring screenings.
The table below shows the range of development in the areas of motor skills, concepts and
language skills between the fall and spring Dial screenings.
Dial 4

Motor

Concepts

Language

Home Language

-6 to +10

-15 to +7

-8 to +4

English

+7 to +15

-13 to +14

-9 to +19

After analyzing the data we saw that the children’s scores tended to fluctuate between the fall
and spring screenings. If scores decreased in one language they increased in the other language
and vice versa. During the 2017-2018 school year staff will receive intensive training on working with
bilingual children and their families.
The program accomplished its primary goal that all children make progress and meeting expectations on the Continuum (unless this was not appropriate due to severe disabilities, in which
case the progress was focused on Individual Education Plan goals instead). The full version of the
School Readiness-Child Outcomes report can be found on the MVCAA website, www.mvcaa.net.
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About Gains
Family progress checkpoints were obtained in the fall of 2016, midyear
(January/February), and in the spring around April. New families enroll into Head
Start/Early Head Start throughout the year at different times allowing some families
to only have had two check points but still made progress!
The life areas represented in the chart are tied to the National Head Start “Parent,
Family, and Community Engagement Framework (PFCE)” Family Outcomes. A
recorded number of 470 families are represented in the attached graph. As
documented families displayed steady gains in most areas with the exception of
emotional support systems. Most families reported gains and increased their level
of stability. Some individual families gained in numbers as high as 12% to-17%
across the board.

